Introduction
During embryonic development, the actions of regulatory genes commit the undifferentiated cells of the genital ridge along the testicular or ovarian pathway. The gene responsible for testis determination in mammals has been identified (Gubbay et al, 1990; Sinclair et al, 1990; Koopman et al, 1991 (Nasrin et al, 1991; Harley et al, 1992; Rimini et al, 1995) . This region is highly conserved in all mammalian Sry genes sequenced to date, while sequences outside the HMG-box are very poorly conserved between mammalian species (Laudet et al, 1993; Payen and Cotinot, 1993;  Tucker and Lundrigan, 1993; Whitfield et al, 1993; Tucker and Lundrigan, 1995 (Griffiths, 1991; Coriat et al, 1993 homologue of Sry might be expected to be expressed (Foster et al, 1994; Wagner et al, 1994; Wright et al, 1995 (Altschul et al, 1990 ).
Genomic clones
A chick genomic library in lambda EMBL-3 was plated on E. coli strain NM621 and screened using the protocol of Maniatis et al (1982) . Purified insert from PCR clone pBS-cSOX9 was labelled using the Ready-To-Go kit (Pharmacia Biotech) for use as probe. DNA from positive EMBL-3 clones was used as template in PCR reactions using primers R5 and R3. The resulting PCR product was purified on a gel, subcloned into Bluescript KS M13 and sequenced. (Griffiths, 1991; Coriat et al, 1993; Laudet et (Fig. 4) (Foster et al, 1994; Wagner et al, 1994) . A chick genomic library was screened using the PCR clone cSox9 as a probe to study this (Wright et al, 1995) .
In conclusion, these results suggest that the sexdetermination mechanism in chicks is not dependent on a homologue of the mammalian testis determining gene. How¬ ever, expression of a Sn/-related gene also thought to be involved in mammalian gonadal development was demon¬ strated in the genital ridge/mesonephros at a time co-incident with chick gonadal differentiation.
